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For almost twenty-seven years, RICH has promoted life-long learning for people of all ages.
As an independent state-affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH),

we are one of 56 state councils that operate in all 50 states and 6 other jurisdictions. We
receive the majority of our annual budget from NEH and use these funds to award grants
that enable public humanities exhibits and events (from film festivals to moderated discus-
sions), and to produce programs that staff designs and implements. With the additional help
of Legislative Grants from the State of Rhode Island, we bring history into secondary school
classrooms through our drama/discussion program Rhode Island Legacy. We also rely on on
support from private foundations and trusts and on gifts from individuals and corporations.
In all of these endeavors, the purpose is the same: to make humanities scholarship meaning-
ful for all people.

STAFF MEMBERS

M. Drake Patten, Executive Director, (Director of Programming through June 1999) =
Joseph Finkhouse, Executive Director through March 1999 = Jane Civins, Deputy Director
through June 1999

Maitrayee Bhattacharyya, Grants Officer = Deborah Brennan, Special Projects Coordinator
= Fran Clerx, Grants Staff Assistant = Paula Ferrato, Public Affairs Officer = Kelly Hand,
Program Officer = Michael Hayes, Fiscal Officer = Paulajo Mays, Education Coordinator

YEAR IN REVIEW

The last year of the 20th century brought
many changes to RICH: a new staff, new
board members, and new partnerships.
What remained the same, however, was
our focus on lifelong learning in the
humanities. As this report reveals, RICH-
funded grant activities crowded the
calendar throughout the year. Passionate
project directors brought the humanities
to bear on issues of memory, ethnicity,
economics, religion, health, gender,
industry, and justice, to name only a few.

Ideas developed in-house too. Early in
1999, we began the process of creating
a seventh program to join the ranks of
our acclaimed drama discussion series
Rhode Island Legacy. At year's end, the
early outlines of a new speakers bureau
took shape. RICH took part in a 2nd
round of Choices, the library based dis-
cussion series on foreign policy and pilot-
ed National Connections, a reading and
discussion series for adult readers. Along
with First Night Providence and RISCA,
we were given the honor of awarding
grants to celebrate the millennium as
part of Rhode Island 2000.

We know that RICH programs reached
most Rhode Islanders directly. Unknown,
of course, are the numbers reached in-
directly: people who heard about these
programs at work or over the dinner table
as family or friends related a particular
humanities experience. These anonymous
participants matter too. After all, conver-
sation and discussion are an essential part
of almost everything RICH does.
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In fact, if we had to narrow what we do
to a few words, it might well be “we talk
about stuff.” Inelegant, yes, but quite
true. We “talk about stuff” - and encour-
age you to do the same - because we
remain convinced that the world is a bet-
ter place when we all share our extraordi-
nary ideas and perspectives with each
other. At RICH, we like a good argument
and believe that the range of projects we
support offer regular, sanctioned opportu-
nities to express your opinion. We hope
you agree!

Drake Patten
Executive Director

INCOME STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR
ENDING OCTOBER 31, 1999

NEH $478,973
STATE GRANT 28,250
CONTRIBUTIONS 14,234
OTHER 10,404
TOTAL 531,861

ADMINISTRATION 106,907
GRANTS +

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 252,477
RICH PROGRAMS 168,457
TOTAL 527,841

NET 4,020



NEW GRANT CATEGORY
SPARKS IMAGINATION

The Independent Research Grant category
was introduced in the spring of 1999 and
much to our delight we received over two
dozen imaginative applications. RICH
awarded $20,000 to ten outstanding indi-
vidual projects, at $2,000 each. RICH also
supported these grant recipients by provid-
ing access to the RICH library, connections
to scholars around Rhode Island, and pro-
moting public events related to recipients’
projects.

Modest in sum, but generous in value,
the Independent Research grants are
enabling Rhode Islanders to follow com-
pelling questions to unexpected places.
The staff and Board believe that this
humanities experience related below is

a wonderful example of the power of indi-
viduals to make questions into answers
and...well, more questions. That is after
all, at the heart of what we do.

Pastry Queen of Newport

On a chilly spring day in the early spring
of 1999, Rhode Island storyteller Valerie
Tutson took a walking tour of African-
American historic sites in Newport. She
was intrigued and inspired by many of
the stories of Newport’s citizens of color,
but one woman’s story in particular cau
her attention. Valerie knew she needed

to know more about the so-called Pastry
Queen, the best cake maker in Rhode
Island” and a woman who sold enough pies
and cakes at the Newport Market Place to
buy her freedom and that of her children
As she followed behind the tour guide,
Valerie knew that the Pastry Queen’s
story had to be told.

A RICH staff member was on that tour
too and, observing Valerie’s enthusiasm,
suggested that she consider applying

for a new category of grant that had just
been announced. A project was born and
to everyone’s delight, the Board voted

to approve an Independent Research

Grant to study the story of Duchess
Quimino, an African-American woman
who lived and worked in Newport prior

to the Revolutionary War. With the help
of this modest award, Valerie followed

the few leads she had, slowly adding life
and structure to the Pastry Queen’s story.
Even after she had met the demands of the
grant, Valerie had more questions. Remark-
ably, it was the process of following a lead
on Quimino’s hushand, John, that led
Valerie all the way to Ghana earlier this
year! Valerie visited John’s homeland,
‘Anamabo, in what we now call Ghana.
There Valerie learned another side of the
slave trade and began to think about the
larger implications of the historic connec-
tions between Cape Coast and Newport.
She returned with new ideas for research
and collaboration, and great ideas for future
RICH grants.

(Valerie Tutson’s work culminates in a
public presentation in the Fall of 2000.
Her poem reflecting the story of Duchess
Quimino was reprinted in RICH Views,
Winter 2000)

Valerie Tutson with children in Ghana.
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LEGACY PROGRAM EXPAND!

RICH?’s Legacy program, our drama/
discussion series based on critical events
in Rhode Island history, has expanded to
include a performance from the more
recent past. Rhode Island Rosie: Women
Work at War is the seventh in the highly
acclaimed series. This particular presenta-
tion depicts two women working at New-
port’s Naval Torpedo Station during WWI1.
This is the first time that Legacy has em-
ployed two female characters to discuss
issues from the past.

During the 1998/1999 school year,
Rhode Island Legacy presentations were
performed over 300 times and reached a
total of 12,800 secondary school children.

BOARD MEMBERS
1998-1999

Galen Johnson, Chair

Professor of Philosophy & Director of Honors
Program, University of Rhode Island
Patricia A. Gagnon, Vice-Chair

Teacher, Latin & English, Westerly High School
John Biasuzzi, Treasurer,

Senior Vice-President, Treasury Administration
Citizens Bank

Edward Abrahams

Assistant Vice President for Federal Relatio
University of Pennsylvania

Onesimo Almeida

Professor of Portuguese & Brazilian Studies
Brown University

Barbara Bernier

Associate Professor of Law

Roger Williams University

Pedro Beade

Professor of English and Humanities
Bryant College

Donna J. Dufault

Director, North Kingston Free Library

Risa Gilpin

Director of Development

The Providence Athenaeum

William H. Hollinshead, M.D.

Medical Director, Family Health

Jane Ingle, Consultant

Martha Sharp Joukowsky

Professor and Field Archaeologist,

Brown University

Barbara Kuck

Director & Curator, Culinary Archives

& Museum, Johnson & Wales University

J. Stanley Lemons

Professor of History, Rhode Island College
Susan Han Marsh

Professor of Political Science, Providence College
Thomas Michie

Curator of Decorative Arts

Rhode Island School of Design

Eugene B. Mihaly

Adjunct Professor of International Business
The Amos Tuck School, Dartmouth College
President & CEO/MI Energy Partners
Charlotte O’Kelly

Professor of Sociology, Providence College
R. Daniel Prentiss

Attorney-at-Law, McGovern Noel & Benik
Catherine M. Sama

Assistant Professor of Languages
University of Rhode Island

William A. Shuey

Executive Director, International Institute of RI
Julius Sokenu

Assistant Professor, Quinebaug Valley
Community Technical College

Maureen Spaight

Department Chair, Social Studies

East Providence High School

Rebecca Spencer

Senior Minister

Central Congregational Church, Providence
Melvin Wade

Director of Multicultural Center
University of Rhode Island

Linda M. Welters

Professor of Fashion Merecl

University of Rhode Islal

Sheldon Whitehouse

Attorney General

State of Rhode Island
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= PUBLIC PROJECT GRANTS
Law and Literature in Athens and Rome
Dept. of Classics, Brown University - $7,095

Humanities Programming -
The 7th Annual Women's Playwriting Festival
The Perishable Theatre - $7,986

Days of Cinema: A Festival of Turkish Film
and Video, Brown University - $8,505

"Milling Around" at Leviton: A Living Museum
Project, Charles N. Fortes Elementary School
$7,145

"Those Winter Sundays": A Reading and
Discussion Program, Providence Public Library
$6,155

Black Yankees: New England's Hidden Roots;
Intellectual Traditions and the Evolution of
Community 1750-1910, Primary Source
$6,000

A People of Two Tales: an oral and visual
history project about the immigrants from
Southeast Asia in the state of Rhode Island
Community College of Rhode Island
$11,070

Humanities Rep, Trinity Repertory Company
$12,000

The Legacy of George Berkeley: From the 18th
to the 21st Century, International Berkeley
Society, University of Rhode Island, Salve
Regina University - $12,000

1999 CANE Summer Institute: The Legacies
of Alexander: From City-State to Cosmos in
the Hellenistic World

CANE - $2,000

Archaeology Week 1999, Museum of Natural
History, Roger Williams Park $2,800

Honors Colloquium: Legacies of the Vietnam
War, URI Research Office - $12,000

Harness Loom Weaving in Rhode Island:
Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow, Slater Mill
Historic Site - $2,700

AS220's Action Speaks, AS220 - $6,500

= MEDIA PRODUCTION GRANTS
“"Some Kind of Funny Porto Rican"
Center for Independent Documentary
$10,981

"Who Owns the Past"? Production
Independent Producers Services - $ 10,000

m SCRIPT DEVELOPMENT

Tirocchi Collection of Textiles and Dress:
Website Creation, Museum of Art, Rhode
Island School of Design - $ 5,000

Celebrating a Century-100 Years-
Boys & Girls Club of Pawtucket, RI
Boys & Girls Club of Pawtucket - $5,000

Traces of the Trade, Film Arts Foundation
$5,000

® HUMANITIES RESOURCE GRANTS
Recovering Our Treasures: Inventory,
Cataloguing and Conserving the Collections
of the Rhode Island Black Heritage Society
Rhode Island Black Heritage Society - $ 11,488

TTEE for t he

®m EARLY RESPONSE GRANTS

"Meet Me Under the Shepard Clock"

Oral History, SPRI/Senior Players of Rhode
Island and Rites and Reason, Brown University
$ 1,000

A Celebration of Langston Hughes:
Community Poetry Reading, The Edward

M. Bannister Society, Museum of Art, Rhode
Island School of Design - $ 1,000

Humanities Week
Little Compton Community Center - $350

Rhode Island Indian Council 1999
Annual Powwow: Selected Activities
Rhode Island Indian Council - $1,000

Considering Coronet: A Grand Yacht's Place
in History, IYRS - $1,000

Great Books on film - Women Authors
$1,000

Girls, Women and Textiles in the Late
18th Century: A Cultural, Economical

and Social Web, Coggeshall Farm Museum
$961

Ethical and Moral Dilemma of Contemporary
Society: Islamic Perspective, Islamic Council of
NE and So. RI Islamic Society, Inc. - $1,000

The African American College Hill Experience
Urban League of Rhode Island - $1,000

= INDEPENDENT RESEARCH GRANTS
($2000 EACH)

Judith Bessette, History of Lymansville Wool
Manufacturing & Lymansville, Lymansville, RI

Gode Davis, Research: American Lynchings:
A Strange and Bitter Fruit, West Warwick, RI

Jonathan Beecher Field, Writing
of Colonial Rhode Island Dissidents,
Providence, RI

John C. Fredriksen, War of 1812
Manuscripts: A guide to North American
Depositories, Salem, MA

Sue Maden, The Dr. Bates Sanitarium(s)
and the Life and Times of the Bates Family
Who Ran Them, Jamestown, RI

Martha H. McCabe, History of the Kingston
(Railroad) Station, Kingston, RI

Deborah McCrea, History and Genealogy of
Congdon Street Baptist Church, Providence, RI

Robert G. Weisbord, The Pope, the Vatican,
and the Holocaust, Kingston, RI

Melodie Thompson, Their Story: Our Story.
African American Folklife, Cranston, RI

Valerie Tutson, Duchess Quimino,
The Newport Pastry Queen, Providence, RI

m TEACHER INCENTIVE GRANTS
The Freedom Trail, Betsy Dietrich, Nathanael
Greene Middle School, Providence, $300

The Power of Memoirs, Susan Dillion,
Pilgrim High School, Warwick, $300

HUMANITIES



