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The Rhode Island Council for the
Humanities (RICH) is pleased to
announce our Honorary Chairs Award
for Lifetime Achievement in the
Humanities will be awarded to Mr.
Charles Sullivan and our Tom Roberts
Prize for Creative Achievement in

the Humanities will be awarded to
Mr. Keith and Mrs. Theresa Stokes at
our annual event, A Celebration of the
Humanities, Monday, October 16, 2006
at Trinity Repertory Company.

The Lifetime Achievement award is
presented to individuals who have

Fall 2006

RICH CELEBRATION OF THE HUMANITIES . . . . . ..

Charles Sullivan (photo by Lucas Foglia)

demonstrated a continued commitment
to scholarship in the humanities, the
promotion of humanities ideals, and a
dedication to pursue work and opportu-
nities for lifelong learning for all Rhode
Islanders. Senator Claiborne Pell was
last year’s award recipient.

Mr. Sullivan has taught English Literature
at CCRI for over 35 years. In that time
he has touched the lives of many stu-
dents with his legendary teaching style
and promotion of both classic and con-
temporary works of literature. A pub-
lished author, great wit, and community
activist, Mr. Sullivan has shown his

dedication to the community and the
humanities by serving on the Board of
Directors of the Rhode Island Council
for the Humanities, Trinity Repertory
Theatre, and Planned Parenthood, among
others. The Rhode Island Council for the
Humanities is delighted to have an oppor-
tunity to honor a friend and colleague.

The Tom Roberts Prize is given to an
individual or group whose work blends
the wisdom and methods of the humani-
ties in an inventive, original, and imagi-
native way and reflects the humanities
ability to inspire us to examine every-
thing, challenge established standards,
and interpret what we see and what lies
beneath the surface. The Stokes possess
all these qualities and more.

Mr. Stokes is the Executive Director

of the Newport County Chamber of
Commerce and is a national advisor
representing Rhode Island with the
National Trust for Historic Preservation.
He is also President of the Board of
Directors of the Society of Friends

of Touro Synagogue. Mr. Stokes is a
descendant of Newport's early African
American and Jewish families.

Mrs. Stokes is a free-lance writer special-
izing in multi-cultural topics and history

(fiction and non-fiction.) Formerly
editor of Newport Life Magazine, she
has written numerous articles on the
history of the early African American
and Jewish communities of Newport.
She is currently working on a novel
“Eyes of Glory” based on the 200 years
of their extraordinary American family.

Together, Mr. and Mrs. Stokes have
dedicated so much of their time to
promoting education of history and
culture. The Stokes’ possess an extensive
personal collection of rare books,
documents, furniture, and other artifacts
that date back over 200 years of ethnic
American family experiences.

Keith and Theresa Stokes

NEW ADDITIONS RICH WELCOMES SIX NEW BOARD MEMBERS . . . ..
V As of July 1, 2006, the Rhode Island
Council for the Humanities said goodbye
to three Board members who have served
with us for six years; Richard Lobban,
Colin McCullough, and former Chair,
Elizabeth Delude-Dix. We are grateful
for their leadership and commitment
to the council and we will miss them!

a member of the History, Philosophy, and
Social Science (HPSS) Department

at the Rhode Island School of Design,
and a Technology and Education
Program Evaluator and Consultant.

Timothy C. Duffy is Executive Director
of the Rhode Island Association of School
Committees. Mr. Duffy’s responsibilities
include professional development for
school committee members and superin-
tendents, and lobbying state legislators.

To cheer our spirits, we added six new
members to our Board of Directors.
The class of 2006 brings folks from

Gayle L. Clifford and Grahkdjfajhfk JklIfdsaj;

Photo of Conrad Building c. 1890, courtesy of the Rhode Island Historical Society.

RICH

...Inspiring and
supporting intellectual
curiosity and imagination
in all Rhode Islanders...

all over the state, all of whom share a
commitment to the public humanities
in Rhode Island.

Roger B. Blumberg is Visiting Assistant
Professor in the Department of
Computer Science, at Brown University,

Kate A. Greene, J.D. is Director of

Programs for Global Rhode Island;

continued on pg. 4

LETTER FROM THE RICH BOARD CHAIR . . . . . . . . ..

TEN REASONS |

RICH Board Chair, Gayle L. Gifford

1. Unearthing the intersections of soil, soul
and community through Lucas Foglia’s
extraordinary photo documentation of
southside Providence’s community gardens.

2. Feeling the Irag war through veteran
Brian Turner’s evocative poetry and
Jacki Lyden’s provocative prose.

3. Sharing in the thoughtful reflections
of police cadets aroused by our daring
partnership in diversity with the
Providence Police Academy.

4. Glimpsing the unimaginable personal
experiences of slaves and slavers in
The Door of No Return.

5. Finding the meaning of Desire Under
the Elms with the director, humanist-
in residence and astute audience of 2™
Story Theatre.

LOVED THE HUMANITIES COUNCIL (THIS YEAR)

6. Facing the stimulating, ongoing
challenge of articulating the incredible
value of the “humanities” to my
community.

7. Hearing a prospective board candidate
describe our grant making and the work
of our grantees as “excellent, top quality,
first class”.

8. Connecting with donors to personally
say thank you for your continuing
commitment to our work — and
challenging myself to give until it

feels GOOD (to quote my friend

Herb Kaplan).
plan) continued on pg. 4



